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Romans 8:18-27
I. Discover Your Identity In The New Creation.

Romans 8:18-21 (Message)
That's why | don't think there's any comparison between the present hard times and the coming good
times. The created world itself can hardly wait for what's coming next. Everything in creation is being
more or less held back. God reins it in until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be
released at the same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation
deepens.

Acts 17:24-25
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in
temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he
himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.

John 20:21-22
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." And with that
he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

Il. Discover The Kingdom Of God Is At Hand.

Romans 8:22-25 (Message)

All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain throughout the world are
simply birth pangs. But it's not only around us; it's within us. The Spirit of God is arousing us within.
We're also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full
deliverance. That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant
mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don't see what is enlarging us. But the longer
we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our expectancy.

Luke 21:29-31
He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can
see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening,
you know that the kingdom of God is near.

Matthew 10:7-8 (Message)

Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this charge: "Don't begin by traveling to some far-off
place to convert unbelievers. And don't try to be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the
lost, confused people right here in the neighborhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health
to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated
generously, so live generously.”

Romans 15:17-19
Therefore | glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. | will not venture to speak of anything except
what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said



and done— by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem
all the way around to lllyricum, | have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ.

Matthew 4:23
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

Mark 16:20
Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed
his word by the signs that accompanied it.

1 Corinthians 4:20
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.

Ill. Discover Your Intimate Need With The Father.

Romans 8:26-27 (Message)

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God's Spirit is right alongside helping us along. If
we don't know how or what to pray, it doesn't matter. He does our praying in and for us, making
prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves,
knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God. That's why we can be so sure that
every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good.

Ecclesiastes 5:4-7
When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.
It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it. Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And
do not protest to the temple messenger, "My vow was a mistake." Why should God be angry at what
you say and destroy the work of your hands? Much dreaming and many words are meaningless.
Therefore stand in awe of God.

Acts 4:13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men,
they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.



