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John 7:37-38

1. We must field a team to compete.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27
‘Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as
to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore | do not run like
someone running aimlessly; | do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, | strike a blow to my body
and make it my slave so that after | have preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified for the
prize."

2. Our team will have to face hindrances.

Galatians 5:7-10 (Message)
“You were running superbly! Who cut in on you, deflecting you from the true course of obedience?
This detour doesn't come from the One who called you into the race in the first place. And please
don't toss this off as insignificant. It only takes a minute amount of yeast, you know, to permeate an
entire loaf of bread. Deep down, the Master has given me confidence that you will not defect. But the
one who is upsetting you, whoever he is, will bear the divine judgment.”

3. Our team must continue to press on toward the goal.

Philippians 3:13-14
“Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus."

4. Our team needs to strip away the past.

Hebrews 12:1-2
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Get in the Game

1. Commit to the team.

Psalm 37:5-6 (Message)
“Open up before Gob, keep nothing back; he'll do whatever needs to be done: He'll validate your life
in the clear light of day and stamp you with approval at high noon.”

2. Exercise your faith.

Matthew 7:24-25
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”

3. Build up your relationships.
1 John 1:7-8



“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.”

4. Have FUN.

Acts 2:46-47
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”



